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pprove GRADUATES

NAVAL STAFF COURSE

Lieutenant Commander Mario Francisco Campos Filho
Brazilian Navy

Major James Kenneth Millar
Canadian Forces

Lieutenant Commander Miao Yung-Ching
Republic of China Navy

Lieutenant Ivan Antonio Vargas Cespedes
Dominican Republic Navy

Lieutenant Commander Wilfried Gebhard Stallmann
Federal German Navy

Lieutenant Commander Joseph Willie Boateng
Ghana Navy

Lieutenant Commander Taghi Ghavami
Imperial Iranian Navy

Lieutenant Commander John Joseph Kavanagh
Irish Naval Service

Major Samuel Suero
Kenya Navy

Lieutenant Commander Im Yi
Khmer Navy

Lieutenant Commander Jesus Abarabar Arenas
Philippine Navy

Lieutenant Commander Mohammad Abdullah Ajlan
Royal Saudi Naval Force

Lieutenant Commander Gonzalo Rodriguez Martin-Granizo
Spanish Navy

Lieutenant Commander Sunant Pattanavong
Royal Thai Navy

Lieutenant Christopher Hugh Donnithorne
Royal Navy

Lieutenant Commander Elwood Lloyd Gibson
United States Navy

Lieutenant Commander Tong Khac Tuan
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PROGRAM

Invocation
Commander E. Blant Ferguson
Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy
Introductory Remarks
Captain Jack Q. Quinn, U.S. Navy
Director, Naval Staff Course
Address

Vice Admiral Stansfield Turner, U.S. Navy
President, Naval War College

Presentation of Diplomas

Vice Admiral Stansfield Turner, U.S. Navy
President, Naval War College

The National Anthem
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NAVAL STAFF COURSE

GRADUATION REMARKS

1000 Friday 14 June 1974

Graduates and friends of the fourth Naval Staff Course
class, Ladies;nd Gentlemen.'

Téday marks the successful completioh of five.demanding
months work It has been a time of intellectual challengi//
of deepening awareness, and of professional growth Intellectual
challenge in trying to remember all your national/holidays
your anniversary, and your wife's birthdaﬁ/én order to fill out
the Personal Information formy deepening awareness when you.
discovered you couldn't bﬁy a $1000 car for $20€//and professional
growth as you kept reminding yourse%;/io drive on the right

side of the road,/or experienced your first free-form driving

in the snoz// :
Yes, during these last 5 montﬁ?/iiu've been acclimating

yourself /to a different way of life)//éor some it has been

easier than for Otheﬁj//éut for all of you it has been an
important part/of your total experience here in the United
Staﬁei///And it's a part to which each of y?;/ﬁgs made a special
contribution by your presence here You each brought to Newpor;%/
unique naﬁal experienciﬁfﬁs well as the embodiment of your
country's cultural herita%%// Through questioning and sharing

you have learned ﬁrom each othe%/;s well as from the formal

course of studﬁ///Your contribution has been no less than the
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Naval War College;7/{ and, really that's wﬁat this course is all
about.,/ It is a sharing of ideas and knowledge/with the objective
of developing professionalt%/énd preparing for greater res-
ponsibility in your own Navg//

I think it's appropriate to ask whaty if any difference
has your participation in the Naval Staff Course ma%7/from the
point of view of your Navy and mlf?/éor the long term?/ In July
of 1970, the idea of a Naval Staff Couri?/gor middle grade
international officers.was conceived by the Chief of Naval
Operationsﬁ/ylt was not a radical idea because an internationél
course foé senior officers/has existed here for many years as
you know But would a similar course for junior officers be
worth the expense and efforti//Was it really needed? /After
determining that there was considerable interest in such a
cours¢ in both the United States and your countries, /the
Naval War College set about creating i?%/ The first class convened

in August of 1972. / Your class is the fourth to graduate.

Seventeen natlons are represented /- three for the first time

(Ireland-Canada-Kenya)./ The first Irish Naval Officer ever
to come to the U.S. tralnln S a member of your claSj/és
qun Serviegj

well as the first milidsass offlcer from Kenya. ' o
Y To date, 28 nations have sent students to
this course,f/and with Class Five, it appears that the number
will climb to 327/
Long term benefits from the Naval Staff cours%/éan only
be measured by you individually,/ but they probably are a
2
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function)of the.kinds of challenges you faced here And how
you handléd them.

Perhéps thé most basic challenge,/and one that's easy to
overlook//is the nécessity to functibn nearly 100'per’cent of
the time in the American laﬂguage (I use the term "American"”
in deference to the sehsibilities‘of your Royal Navy .collegue
(LT. Chris Donnithorne)/whose countrymen look on English as |
guite a separate language from American) At any rate, you
have'spoken, written, and read/in this éoreign and often
illogical language most of the time./ Although your language
capabilities fmere well above average to begin withf I'm sure
you are more comfortable in English/than you were on arrival.
This is important because a common language/serves as a meeting
ground for ideas Zjnot just today but in the future.

A éecond challenge lies in the nature of people./ As I've
already mentioned you came to this course from diverse back-
grounds and cultures// You do not necessarily share the same
ideological or political beliefﬁ// Sometimes your views have

~been diametrically opposite a classmates'y/ No one expects
these differences will be resolved/as a result df attending
this course,/but if issues can be digbussed freely%/valuablé :
insights into each others' thlnkln%/éan be gained and under— j
standing will_result.f/Maﬂyq@f(Qtr go;f;/are the same// With
improved understanding,/we will be better able to help one anothej/

in attainingvthese common goals./ That is why the ability to
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communicate/ié & Fundamental Fequirement for sustained veace
between ﬁa;ionS;fR?piéééﬁfaﬁivés'df;difféiéﬁ{jcoﬁntfiej/gé talk
to_eéqﬂfbfhef héféiéﬁa,<whatis;m6feiimbbrtan£;_éﬁé§ édnfihﬁe té
talk to each othed after they roturn home,/ Hinor issues, which

‘have a tendency to become major pfobie&ﬁz when there is a lack '

——

©of communication,_

canberesolved/ LT

Certéihly ydur»willingnessbtb be open-minded/and listen to -_
each others point:QfFviéw as bérmitted an exchange.of ideas//
that otherwiseiwould héve been'imposéibley//

A third challenge was the course itself You have partici;
pated in a demanding and varied curriculum.//&anagement, Strategy,
Téctics, and Operational P1anning have been studiedy/ You've
devoted a conside;able portion of your after-class tim%/éo
reading assignmentsz/and when a‘bilingual dictionary is often
a neceséary adjunct fo this proqess7/particularly dﬁring the
early-weeksiof the course, tﬁe aéademic demands  can seem.
herculean. _

~But, today it is ail behind yoe//‘I hope what §ou've leérned
ﬁere, both in and outside of}ﬁhé‘classroom?/aill sérve you,weli.
After you've returned hdme KSSumed yvour new duties, énd'havev
a chance tQ reflect a bis//

I askTyou to write to me/and let

me know what ydu think of the whole:'expereience./ What you are,

finding the most usefulfA What you needed = more of./
4
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you would changj/é Your comments will be considered most
seriouslﬁ/énd will help to improve the course for those who
follow y L/ | | ‘

As you join the alumni of the United States Navai War
Collegj, you can be assured that throﬁghout the wérl%/éhere
will be many friends sincerely interested in your'achievementsj/
as you continue your military careers. / Please take with you
the best wishes of all of us/for your continued success and
well being I congratulate each and every one of you on a

job well done
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